










Feature: Alpi Pioneer 400-915 iS 

� Sleek aerodynamics give the 400 a high cruise speed, while the fairly /orge wing area allows the aircraft to operate from short strips 

the approach. First, you slow down to 

the white are. Then, on downwind, you 

work from top to bottom on the centrai 

panel, lowering the landing gear first, 

then selecting approach flap, and finally 

advancing the prop lever fully forward. 

In this configuration the 

the aircraft on profile and on speed, 

and I am actually quite impressed by 

how settled the Pioneer 400 feels. In 

terms of approach stability, it does not 

feel at all like an aircraft with an empty 

mass of 480kg, but rather like a Piper 

Did I like the Pioneer 4007 Yes. a 

lot. lt is a pleasant and very versatile 

aeroplane, which does extremely well 

what it was designed for: touring. lts 

combination of four seats, large payload, 

fast cruise, low fuel consumption and 

short-field capability is 

fast and sleek Pioneer 400 

becomes a lot more draggy 

(in fact I initially get caught 

off guard, slow down too 

much, and end up needing 

quite a bit of power to get 

back to my target speed}. 

lt feels like a mini-fighter 
aeroplane when you want it to 
be agile, and firm and stable 

when you want it to be settled 

a real winner, and it's 

no surprise that other 

GA manufacturers are 

now trying to go after 

the same market (Flight 

Design, for instance, with 

its F4 four-seat model). 

On downwind Ed aims 

for 85kt, which becomes 80kt when 

we turn base and start descending. On 

final, we select landing flap and settle 

on 75kt which, on the narrow concrete 

runway of Osoppo, looks a lot fasterl 

In any case, I find it fairly easy to keep 

Arrow or Cessna Skyhawk, or even 

something heavier. After a normai flare, 

we touch down gently and come to a 

complete stop in what I calculate to be 

280m of ground run -which obviously 

would be a bit less on a grass runway. 

In fact. I am surprised 

that I don't see more Pioneer 400s 

flying around the world, and I ask Ed 

why thai is the case. He says that it 

is because many pilots do noi even 

know this aircraft exists. Well, maybe 

this article will help with that! 
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